
How the VDW will Change How the VDW will Change 
Your LifeYour Life

CRN Scientific Data and Resources 
Core



The VDWThe VDW

A Virtual Data Warehouse
Purpose
– Increase efficiency – allow program written at 

one HMO to be run at other HMOs with little 
modification

– Encourage consistency – document issues once
– Faster turn around time on requests



What the VDW is NOTWhat the VDW is NOT

NOT a Data Coordinating Center
NOT a Centralized Data Warehouse
– Raw data remains at each HMO

NOT a Standard that will be enforced on all 
research projects



What the VDW ISWhat the VDW IS

Mapping local HMO data into consistent data 
structure; documenting differences
A program written at one HMO can be run 
almost without change at another HMO.
Will insure that HMOs all have consistent 
variable names (for example birth date variable 
name is Birth_Date, not Bdate, Brthdat, BirthDT)



What is the CRN VDW?What is the CRN VDW?



VDW Data AreasVDW Data Areas

Tumor
Enrollment
Demographics
Outpatient Pharmacy
Procedures and Diagnoses
Lab



General Principles of VDW General Principles of VDW 
UseUse

Access is open to all HMORN projects
Projects must pay their own way to use
Transfer the minimum data necessary
We need safeguards to prevent project duplication
Track project use to report on renewal



CRN Project use of VDWCRN Project use of VDW

Get CRN New Proposals Committee 
approval
Programmer at lead site writes, tests, and 
distributes programs
Get local site IRB approval
Local CRN Site Data Managers run 
program locally and send data back to lead 
site



Non CRN Project Use of VDWNon CRN Project Use of VDW

Programmers at lead site writes, tests and 
distributes programs
Get local site IRB approval
Project programmers at local HMOs run 
program locally and send data back to lead 
site



VDW of the Future VDW of the Future -- 11

The Present
– CRN and CERT have committed to using the 

same data dictionary and a single VDW
We are currently working on  implementing this

– CCSN (“the BAA”) will explore  where the 
VDW meets the project’s needs



VDW of the Future VDW of the Future -- 22

Adopt as HMORN “official” VDW for 
multisite projects?
Develop process to change the VDW as 
new projects request new data.
– Make decision to integrate new fields into the 

VDW structure
– Local data teams at each HMO that cross the 

multisite projects



New VDW WebsiteNew VDW Website



VDW Quality VDW Quality ImprovmentImprovment

Check that data structure matches the 
dictionary
Simple Frequencies by variable



VDW QI ProductVDW QI Product



IRB Issues Using VDWIRB Issues Using VDW

It is local HMO data.  Issues are the same as 
using any of your local site data
Verify local site IRB approval prior to 
running a VDW program



When is New IRB Approval When is New IRB Approval 
Required?Required?

Counts for project feasibility
Pilot data
Full project implementation

Goal: Obtaining counts for project 
feasibility has been approved by local IRBs
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